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Ch: FEDERALISM.  REVISION NOTES 

What Makes India a Federal Country? 

All the features of the federal system apply to the provisions of the Indian 
Constitution. The Indian Constitution is a three-fold distribution of legislative powers 
between the Union Government and the State Governments. The 3 lists are 
mentioned below: 

1) Union List: It includes subjects of national importance such as the defence of the 
country, foreign affairs, banking, communications and currency. The Union 
Government alone can make laws relating to the subjects mentioned in this list. 

2) State List: It contains subjects of State and local importance such as police, 
trade, commerce, agriculture and irrigation. The State Governments alone can make 
laws relating to the subjects mentioned in this list. 

3) Concurrent List: It includes subjects of common interest to both the Union 
Government as well as the State Governments. The list includes education, forest, 
trade unions, marriage, adoption and succession. Both the Union as well as the 
State Governments can make laws on the subjects mentioned in this list. If their laws 
conflict with each other, the law made by the Union Government will be considered. 

How is Federalism Practised? 

The real success of federalism in India is attributed to its nature of democratic 
politics. Have a look at some of the major ways in which federalism is practised in 
India. 

Linguistic States 

The creation of linguistic States was the first and a major test for democratic politics 
in India. From 1947 to 2017, many old States have vanished and many new States 
have been created. Areas, boundaries and names of the States have been changed. 
Some States have been formed of the people who speak the same language. These 
states are known as Linguistic States. 

Language Policy 

A second test for Indian federation is the language policy. Hindi was identified as the 
official language. Besides Hindi, there are 21 other languages recognised as 
Scheduled Languages by the Constitution. States too have their own official 
languages and government work takes place in the official language of the 
concerned State. 
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